Reading Strategy:
Determining Importance When Reading Nonfiction Texts
1.  Read text at least once before highlighting

2. Try to determine the main idea/topic before you begin reading.  Look at  the title, subtitles, visuals and predict what the text will be about

3. Identify your purpose for reading this text

Know why you are reading and then make decisions about what information or ideas are most important to understand the overall meaning of the text.

· Nonfiction reading is reading to learn something about a particular topic

What are you trying to learn about?

4.  Identify the author’s purpose.

· Is it to inform you about a topic?

· Is it to persuade you?

· Is it to entertain you?

5. Think before you highlight/underline.  Determine relevance.
(relevance- relates to the subject matter at hand)

Re=again; back 

Whatever you highlight should connect back to the topic/main idea

In addition:
· Circle words you are unfamiliar with and either look them up or use context clues to help you make meaning.

· Put a question mark next to areas that confuse you
· Take margin notes

