Writers leave clues so readers can figure some things out on their own

• Explicit clues: clues that are directly stated

• Implied clues: clues that are not stated

• Making inferences: educated guess based on information from the reading and from your prior experience

o Example: Dad finished brushing his teeth. He placed his toothbrush back in the holder next to Claire’s toothbrush. “Claire, “ Dad asked, “did you forget to brush your teeth?” My sister shook her head. “Yes, she answered, “I’ll, brush them right away.”
What do you know from the selection?

What do you know from your own life and how does it relate to the selection?

Draw a conclusion about how did Dad know that Claire didn’t brush her teeth?

• Drawing Conclusions: making a decision based on the facts in a story

o Example: At four o’clock Jill put on her barn boots. She crossed the road to the barn yard. Jill took apart a bale of hay.

She gave a share to each horse. She put scoops of oats in their feed pails. Then, she filled their water buckets. Jill was careful not to walk behind the horses. She did not want to get kicked again.
What do you know from the selection?

What do you know from your own life and how does it relate to the selection?

Draw a conclusion about the passage
Practice:

1. Mom was ready to set the table for dinner. When she went into the dining room, Jim’s book was on the table. It had brown fingerprints on it. She moved his things and went ahead and set the table. After dinner, Mom went to get the chocolate cake she had baked for dessert, but there was a huge piece missing! When she went back into the dining room, she looked at everyone seated around the table. Then she asked Jim how he liked the cake.

Answer the following questions

What do you know from the selection?

What do you know from your own life and how does it relate to the selection?

Draw a conclusion about how did Mom know who had eaten the cake?

If you want more practice access the following website

lessoncast.org/lesson/drawing-conclusions/

