	
	


What is figurative language? 

Figurative language is different from literal language.  

Literal language refers to words that do not move away from the actual meaning of the word.  

Figurative language may refers to words, and groups of words, that exaggerate or alter the usual meanings of the component words. Figurative language may involve comparisons to similar ideas, and may involve exaggerations. These alterations result in figures of speech.

Simile 

A simile uses the words “like” or “as”
to compare one object or idea with another to suggest they are alike.
Example: as green as the grass 

Metaphor 

The metaphor states a fact or draws a verbal picture by the use of comparison.
A simile would say you are like something; a metaphor is more positive - it says you are something.

Example: His brain is a computer. 


Personification   

A figure of speech in which human characteristics are given
to an animal or an object. Example: My pencil flew across the paper

Alliteration 

The repetition of the same initial letter, sound, or group of sounds in a series of words.
Alliteration includes tongue twisters. Example: Many monkeys making music. 

Onomatopoeia 

The use of a word to describe or imitate a natural sound or the sound
made by an object or an action. Example: snap crackle pop 

Hyperbole 

An exaggeration that is so dramatic that no one would believe the statement is true.
Tall tales are hyperboles.
Example: I have told you a million times to close the door when you enter the room. 

Idioms 

A speech form or an expression of a given language that is peculiar to itself grammatically or cannot be understood from the individual meanings of its elements, e.g. It was raining cats and dogs 
Irony

There are several forms of irony in literature. Irony is stating one thing while meaning the opposite. Irony in literature also includes events leading to the opposite of expectations and moments when the reader knows what a character does not.

Most of us are sarcastic at times, and occasionally sardonic. Sarcasm is a biting comment or statement, but it is often mild and not intended to cause harm. A sardonic wit is scornful and mocking to cause emotional distress.

Irony in the action of a story is often marked by a “twist of fate” when plans go awry. Dramatic irony can be traced to Greek theatre. For example, the audience might know a character is plotting against the hero, so if the hero praises this villain there is irony.

Clichés  

A cliché is an expression that has been used so often that it has become trite
and sometimes boring. Example: Many hands make light work. 

