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English

Literary Terms You Need to Know

Narration: a story

Narrator: the person telling a story

· First person point of view- the story is told by one of the characters in a  story

"I" tells the story and is a character in the story; this can be present tense or past tense.

I, me, my, we, our
· 2nd person point of view - A second-person POV is rare.  It  uses “you” and presents commands.   Often the narrator is speaking to him/herself  (or sometimes addresses the reader)
You, yours, your, yourself 

· Third person point of view-the story is told by someone outside the story

"He, she, it, they
· Third person omniscient: the narrator shares the thoughts and feelings of ALL the characters; “all knowing narrator”

· Third person limited omniscient- allows the narrator to share the thoughts and feelings of one character

· Third person Camera view:  allows the narrator to record the action from his or her own point of view; unaware of any of the characters’ thoughts and feelings.

CHARACTER: A character is a person (or, in the case of such works as Aesop's fables, a non-human with a human personality) in a literary work. 
Characterization : is the way in which an author presents and defines characters. 

MAJOR CHARACTERS
Almost always round or three-dimensional characters. They have good and bad qualities. Their goals, ambitions and values change. 

· round character: is one who is presented in greater depth and detail . A round character changes as a result of what happens to him or her. 

· dynamic character: a character who undergoes some sort of transformation (e.g., Scrooge in the same work). 

MINOR CHARACTERS
Almost always flat or two-dimensional characters. They have only one or two striking qualities.  They are usually all good or all bad. Such characters can be interesting or amusing in their own right, but they lack depth. 

· flat character: is one who is minimally described, stereotypical or who has only one purpose (e.g., your basic blood-sucking Count Dracula)

· static character: a character who does not undergo any change (e.g., Tiny Tim in Charles Dickens' "A Christmas Carol")

Antagonist: the person or thing working against the protagonist, or hero of the work.

Protagonist: the main character or hero of a story

Plot: the action or sequence of events in a story
Plot Line

· Plot diagram
A. Introduction or Exposition - setting, characters, main conflicts are introduced to the reader; this is the beginning of a novel or story and may be short or long, but is always flat (little action or emotion).

B. Rising Action - the round characters are developed, the conflicts are increased and acted out in many ways, motives are introduced, things happen; generally, the major part of a novel or story.

C. Climax - the "high point" of a story in which the major conflicts erupt in some kind of final showdown (fight, argument, violent or physical action, very tense emotional moment
D. Falling Action - what events immediately follow the climax; a kind of "cleaning up."

E. Resolution/Denouement - where everything ends; the reader may have some sense of "closure" or may be asked to think about what might come next; in fairy tales, the Happy Ending; in some novels, you will read about the characters many years later.
French dénouement, literally, untying; the final outcome.  
Setting:  the time AND place in which the action/events occur in a story/narrative

Mood:  the feeling a text arouses in a reader: happiness, peacefulness, excitement, etc . . .

**The choice of setting, objects, details, images, and words all contribute towards creating a specific mood. 

Tone: the overall feeling, or effect, created by a writer’s use of words. The author’s attitude toward a subject

CONFLICT: 

a problem in the story
Conflict is the essence of fiction. It creates plot.  Conflict is necessary to every story. In short stories, there is usually one major conflict. In longer stories, there could be several conflicts. Conflict adds excitement and suspense to a story. The conflict usually becomes clear to the beginning of a story.
External Conflict:

A struggle between a character and an outside force is an external conflict. Characters may face several types of outside forces. The outside force may be another character. It may be the character and the community. The outside force may also be forces of nature. For example, a story might be the main character struggling against the arctic cold. 
Person versus Person
A character in a story has a problem/conflict with one or more characters.  
· Person versus Nature
A character has a problem with nature (heat, cold, tornado, etc . . ._A run-in with the forces of nature. 

· Person versus Society
A character has a problem with some element of society.  The values and customs by which everyone else lives are being challenged. 

· Person versus Fate

A character must battle what seems to be an uncontrollable problem. Whenever the conflict is an unbelievable or strange coincidence, it can be attributed to fate or an act of God.

Internal Conflict

A struggle that takes place in a character's mind is called internal conflict. For example, a character may have to decide between right and wrong or between two solutions to a problem. 
· Person versus Self
A character has a problem deciding what to do in a certain situation; Internal conflict. Not all conflict involves other people. Sometimes people are their own worst enemies. An internal conflict is a good test of a character’s values. Does he give in to temptation or rise above it? Does he demand the most from himself or settle for something less? Does he even bother to struggle? The internal conflicts of a character and how they are resolved are good clues to the character’s inner strength.

