Topic is the subject of the selection. If you want you can revisit the movie online 

www.brainpop.com/english/writing/mainidea/
· Main Idea is the overall meaning of a passage. It is what the passage is all about. Ask yourself, what are the key words that are repeated throughout the article or passage?
· Supporting Details give more specific information about the main idea(s).
Finding the Main Idea is Like Finding a Category

Remember, we discussed this in class – the topic can be RADAR.  However, if the article talks of how radar is used for a) radio detection and ranging, B) used in burglar alarms, C) used by police to detect speeding cars, then the main idea is 

· Therefore, the main idea is USES of RADAR.
Read the passage below and complete the graphic organizer. 

BIRD WORDS

How do towns get their names?  Some names have been inspired by birds.  Along the shores of Green Bay in Wisconsin, you’ll find Egg Harbor.  If you’re in Oregon, you might visit Goose Creek. While in Massachusetts, you could stop at Buzzards Bay.  Virginia has a town called Red Wing.  Strangely enough, Bird City, Kansas, was not named for a featured creature. This town was named for a man – Benjamin Bird, who was one of the first settlers in Kansas.  Some people say that he was an “early Bird”!
