Basic Terms
root form: a word with no prefix or suffix added; may also be referred to as a base word  inspector, thermal 
affix: meaningful part of a word attached before or after a root or base word to modify its meaning 

prefix: an affix which is placed before the stem of a word re-, un-, dis-
suffix: an affix which is placed after the stem of a word -able, -ive, -ly  
20 most prefixes used in schools

	1. unable
	 2. review
	inedible (impotent, illegal, irresponsible)

	distrust
	enlighten (empower)
	nonsense
	inside, implant
	

	misguided
	submarine
	prefix
	interrupt
	

	derail
	transfer
	supersonic
	semicircle
	

	midterm
	underfed
	Analysis: White, Sowell, 
and Yanagihara 1989


	Often Negative meanings or connotations

	dis-, 
de-
	non-
	sub-

	in-
	un-
	mis-

	mal-
	anti, contra
	a-

	Somewhat Positive Meanings and Connotations

pro-

co-

bene-

super-

com-

be-

en-, em-

ad-


	
	


